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Add brown leaves 
and mix them 
into the pile.

Aerate the pile.
Turn for several 
days until dry.

Moisten materials Moisten materials 
while turning 
the pile.

Collect material 
and mix old 
ingredients into 
a new pile.

Fasten lid tightlFasten lid tightly. 
Do not add meat or 
fat and bury food 
wastes under soil.

The compost 
smells of 
ammonia.

The compost 
smells like 
rotten eggs.

The center of The center of 
the pile 
is dry.

The compost 
is damp and warm 
in the middle

but nowhere else.

The compost heap The compost heap 
is attracting 
animals and 
other pests.

Too much 
nitrogen
in the pile.

Not enough 
circulating

air (anaerobic).

Not enough Not enough 
water.

The pile is 
too small.

Scraps not 
properly covered 

by soil.

SYMPTOMS             PROBLEM             SOLUTION

ACCEPTABLE FOOD      ACCEPTABLE OTHER       NON ACCEPTABLE

- Apples
- Artichoke Leaves
- Asparagus Bottoms
- Banana Peels
- Beet Tops
- Assorted Berries
- Bread and Grain- Bread and Grain
- Broccoli Stalks
- Buckwheat Hulls
- Cabbage Stalks
- Carrot Tops
- Celery Tops
- Citrus Rinds
- Egg Shells- Egg Shells
- Tea Leaves & Bags

- Algae (Pond Weeds)
- Apple Pomace
- Bird Cage Cleanings
- Bone & Blood Meal
- Cotton Rags
- Garden Wastes
- Granite Dust- Granite Dust
- Leather Waste
- Leaf Mould
- Composted Manure
- Peanut Hulls
- Peat Moss
- Pine Needles
- Rope- Rope
- Wood Ash

- Butter
- Bones
- Cheese
- Chicken
- Fish Scraps
- Lard
- Mayonnaise- Mayonnaise
- Meat Scraps
- Milk
- Peanut Butter
- Salad Dressing
- Sour Cream
- Vegetable Oil
-- Yogurt
- Diseased Plants


