WASTE OVERVIEW - BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Ontario Waste Breakdown

Ontario generates close to 10
million tonnes of waste every
vear; this works out to be one
tonne for each person in the
province,  Industnal/commer-
cial/institutional{ L.C.1. ysources
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processing and disposal along with other uncontrollable factors, Even waste in some Ontario landfills is not
properly tallied, Despite these varables, the statistics we have used are as accurate as possible,

Mearly one third of the country lives in Ontario. Most of these people are found in the southern portion of
the province. Crammed in with all these people is a great deal of industry, Add in the fact that some of the
country’s most productive farmland is found in the Ottawa to Windsor corridor, and one can see space is at
a premium,

The 10 million tonnes of waste we create has to fit in somewhere. Prezent landfills are quickly nearing the
limit of their capacity. New landfills are becoming harder to locate and are mesting growing public
opposition by neighbours of proposed sites. Waste incinerators have come under increased government
restrictions, are perceived as hazards to the public and still do not eliminate all the waste, One ofthe solutions
to our provincial problem is to follow the waste management hierarchy as outlined on pages Alband A17.
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